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Welcome to the Global Watch Weekly Report
Germany is playing a pivotal role in Europe, but many do not realize that it will also play a pivotal role in end-time
prophecy. Social and political conditions are pushing a resurgent Germany into an old and familiar role.
Social and political conditions in Europe today are beginning, in an ominous yet distinct way, to resemble conditions
that existed just before the outbreak of two previous world wars. Both pre-war periods saw increasing social strife,
ineffective attempts at problem solving by intellectuals and liberal politicians, and growing public dissatisfaction with
leaders out of touch with the populace. Both periods saw the emergence of demagogues who appeared as
champions of disgruntled and disillusioned masses, with grandiose plans and ideas. The years preceding World War
I have been labeled a time of "nervous splendor," and the years before World War II a "troubled calm." During those
unsettled times, many sought to escape by turning to frivolous entertainments, while others followed leaders who
made utopian promises.
These same forces are reemerging today—especially in Europe, which is becoming increasingly concerned about
crime, financial collapse, unemployment, political corruption and foreign immigration. Many in Western Europe feel
threatened as foreigners surge over their borders seeking political asylum, jobs, health care and other benefits.
Liberal politicians are seen as corrupt and inept. Democratic processes appear cumbersome and ineffective.
Religion is irrelevant to increasing numbers of people, and moral values are crumbling. Tolerance, appeasement
and appeals to reason have not solved all of mankind's problems. Historian Richard Overy writes that "there is once
again in Europe a cynical rejection of parliamentary politics, and growing distrust of politicians… Europe should be
deeply worried by the rapid rise of the extreme Right"—whose candidates are again making inroads to political
power. An air of frustration and desire for change is emerging, just as before World War II.
The global conflict of 1914–1917 toppled opulent, out-of-touch regimes in Russia, Germany, Austro-Hungary and
Turkey. Ineffective efforts of liberal democratic leaders fostered the rise of dictators and militarists in Germany, Italy
and Japan, who propelled the world into World War II in 1939. Today, many wonder: will liberal, democratic, selfserving, elitist politicians be replaced by more authoritarian leaders? Will powers that led the world for several
centuries—America, Britain and France—be forcibly challenged by new rivals on the world stage? Could America,
the world's sole superpower, fall? Will Germany, for a third time in a hundred years, move to dominate Europe and
the world? Nobody seems to know, yet history offers important insights—and the Bible reveals vital answers
At the conclusion of World War II, Winston Churchill wrote a six-volume history of the war, including events that led
up to the start of hostilities. His purpose was "to lay the lessons of the past before the future" (The Gathering Storm,
p. iv). He wrote:
"It is my earnest hope that pondering upon the past may give guidance in days to come… [to] a new generation" (ibid., p. v).
Churchill knew what he was talking about, because he had warned his own generation in 1934—five years before
the outbreak of World War II—that "none of the lessons of the past has been learned, not one of them has been
applied, and the situation is incomparably more dangerous" (ibid., p. 93). To understand the future of Germany, we
must understand its historic position in Europe, and its intentions.
Because of its size and location, and the nature of its people, Germany's goals, intentions and actions have
widespread implications for Europe and the world. Nearly 20 years ago, the Italian journalist Luigi Barzini wrote that
"the future of Europe appears to depend today… as it did for many centuries, on the future of Germany… [and on]
Germany's decisions" (The Europeans, pp. 69, 267). Barzini's observations were based on the fact that Germany
"has become once again the richest, strongest, most efficient, orderly, productive, scientifically and technologically
advanced, as well as the most populous nation of western Europe" (ibid., p. 69). The unification of Germany in 1989
concentrated 80 million Germans in the very heart of Europe. With the proposed enlargement of the European Union
to the east (a traditional zone of German interest and influence), Germany has become the geographical center of
an emerging European colossus.
However before we understand the significance of Germany in the European Union it is best first to take a look back
at history and understand that the growing influence of Germany in seeking to shape and drive a new Catholic
European super state is simply a rebranding of a concept that was pursued by the medieval predecessors of modern
day Germany.
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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE
History makes obvious that the thrust of Muslim
war—“Jihad” was against Roman Catholicism,
firstly in the Eastern third of the Roman Empire and
later in Western Europe. Despite the horrendous
reversals suffered by Catholicism, it was yet
determined to maintain the practices for which God
had sent the scourge of Islam.

made to Mary and other dead saints, their relics
and images venerated and pictures and statues
reverenced with prayers and prostrations. By the
8th Century the churches of East and West were
cluttered with statues, images, paintings and relics.
The local Jews threw taunts at the Christians and a
general disquiet began to grow among Leo’s
subjects.
The Emperor had some close confidants on
doctrinal matters and to the amazement of the
Church and the world he decreed in 726, the
confiscation and destruction of all images and
statues in the Churches of the Empire and set a
brazen public example by burning the statue in the
front garden of his palace. This edict was then
pursued throughout the empire but the reaction
was mixed indeed and controversy swept the
Empire for the next 120 years; it goes down in
history as the Iconoclastic Controversy.

Mohammed began his work in 612 and died in 632
but within less than a century the Roman world was
in desperate conflict with his armies on both the
Eastern and Western flanks of the empire. Spain
was already captured and in the east the Emperor
Leo III (of Constantinople) only narrowly defeated
the Muslims at the foot of the Taurus mountains, in
Syria AD 718.

Pope Gregory’s Reaction the most vehement
reaction against Leo’s decree came from the
Roman Bishop, Pope Gregory II. Two of his original
letters to Leo remain intact and are reproduced in
Eureka, III, p301. Gregory treated Emperor Leo
with disdain and threatening; there was absolutely
no way that the churches of the West were going to
depart with their beloved icons!
“Are you ignorant that the popes are the bond of union, the
mediators of peace, between the East and the West? The eyes of the
nations are fixed on our humility, whom all the kingdoms of the
west hold as a God upon earth, whose image, St Peter, you threaten
to destroy. The remote and interior kingdoms of the west present
their homage to Christ and His Viceregent; and we now prepare to
visit one of their most powerful monarchs, (Charles Martel,
grandfather of Charlemagne) who desires to receive from our hands
the sacrament of baptism. The Barbarians (the Ten Horns) have
submitted to the yoke of the gospel, while you alone are deaf to the
voice of the shepherd” (Eureka Vol III ch. 13 sec. 25 pg 301, John
Thomas).

There was great concern throughout the Empire
and some searching of hearts, for why God should
bring or allow devastation of such coveted Christian
ground as Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Antioch and
Alexandria etc? The Muslim adversary ridiculed the
Christians for their idolatry and for their many gods
saying they were as idolatrous as the pagan
Romans before them or as the Canaanites whom
God had removed because of their similar
behaviour.
For the Church had developed, especially in the
East, a system of worship in which prayers were

The upshot of this vehement altercation was that
the Pope lost the temporal support of the Emperor
in Constantinople, his trust for some 200 years.
Worse still a cruel and warlike people called the
Lombards, meaning “long beards” had come into
northern Italy and saw the opportunity to advance
on an unprotected Italian peninsula and captured
Rome with its Pope. These people had been
converted but not to the Nicene doctrine; they were
of Arian persuasion. The Papacy was in a great
quandary and desperately sought a champion for
the protection of the City and the Papacy.
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Where could such a saviour be found?
CLOVIS AND THE KINGDOM OF THE FRANKS
The kingdom of the Franks went back to the late
5th century, to Clovis, the first French king. The
Franks were a strong warlike people living along
the regions of the Rhine Valley and frequently
skirmishing or warring with the Romans. Clovis was
a greater man and succeeded in uniting the
German tribes and had general sway over the
whole of Western Europe right down to the Seine
and Loire rivers in France, establishing his
residence near Paris.

This amazing achievement was made possible by
the support of the influential Catholic bishops who
had provided protection to the western inhabitants
as wave after wave of Goths, Vandals and Huns
had rampaged through Gaul in the previous 100
years.

The bishops on the other hand
were increasingly powerful and
wealthy
receiving
special
endowments of land and taxation
favours and other honours.
“These great spiritual lords, strong in
popular support, rich in gold and lands,
possessed of what intellectual power there
was, surrounded by vassals, ruling their
clergy, rivaling, often successfully, the
counts and great lay lords, the sensors of kings, freed by immunities
from many burdens and obligations, attained a height of power
seemingly almost unassailable” (ibid).

It is estimated that at the close of the 7th century
the Church owned one third of the land of Gaul and
most of this belonged to the bishops and abbots.
So to summarise to this point we see that since the
time of the break-up of the Roman Empire, the
temporal power had contracted to the East, in
Constantinople, allowing the Catholic Pope in
Rome a far greater significance in the West than he
ever had before. Whilst the Emperor sustained the
authority of the Pope, he was increasingly out of
touch with the more western and northern regions
of Europe. The constant Muslim (or Islamic) threat
kept him on his toes in his own back yard!
In all this time, from 451, the kingdom of the Franks
was slowly expanding and strengthening but the
actual line of the kings had become decadent and
true power had gone to the Mayors of the King’s

In 496 Clovis was baptised and so the Roman
Church had a resourceful northern ally of their
Trinitarian persuasion in contrast to all the other
eastern invaders who, following the Goths, were
Arian in their Christian doctrine (ie Jesus was just a
man). This conversion was one of the most
significant in European history for it laid the basis
for the later Catholic unification of all Europe.
“To the oppressed and persecuted Catholics Clovis appeared as a
savior and avenger, while the hope of the future spread and ultimate
triumph of orthodoxy centred in him. The long succession of cruel,
treacherous, and aggressive warfare, waged avowedly for the church
as for the kingdom, was hailed as the work of a modern David, a
second Constantine, a true champion of Christianity against heretics
and heathens” (The Age of Charlemagne, Charles Wells).

Those kings who succeeded Clovis preserved this
basic relationship but, with time they degenerated
into the inactive Merovingian dynasty: they became
known as the “do- nothing kings,” “Rois Faineants”.
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ALLIANCE OF POPE AND FRANKISH KINGS
In the year 732 a most notable battle was fought in
Tours (or Poietiers) in the South of France,
between the vast hordes of Muslim cavalry and the
combined but trembling forces of the Roman
Catholic world. The Muslims had crossed the
Mediterranean at Gibraltar, swept over all of Spain,
crossed the Pyrenees Mountains and now were set
for a critical battle. Huge issues rested on the
outcome and the Catholic world trembled before
the unbeaten forces of the Muslims.
However, the Muslims were soundly defeated and
driven over the mountains back into Spain. Several
times the Roman forces repeated their ascendancy
over the Muslim army of cavalry; the praise and
thanks of the West fell upon their principal leader,
Charles Martel (“the Hammer”), who was not the
king of the Franks but Mayor of his palace. His
courageous and capable leadership had saved the
Roman world from certain eclipse and preserved
the Bishop of Rome and his Papal throne. This man
was the father of Pepin and the grandfather of
Charlemagne.

So the Mayor of the Palace now became the king in
the city of Soissons and he and queen Bertrada
received the anointing; whilst Childeric was
stripped of his royal robes, his long flowing locks
cut off and was dispatched to the monastery to
spend the rest of his days in humiliation.
“Thus took place that act of most solemn and momentous
significance to Western Europe and to the Christian church, as well
as to the Frankish kingdom and the Roman Papacy. There is no need
of trying to justify the act; its historical explanation lies in the fact
that it took place orderly and peaceably, as an evident political
necessity. Its manifest advantage to all persons concerned except the
poor last remnant of the royal line, and, above all, the absolute
necessity, which the Pope had already felt and recognized, of having
some strong arm near at hand if Rome was to be saved to the
Papacy and the Papacy to the Western Church, are plainly
seen” (ibid).

The Pope of course had no authority to do this; he
himself was appointed and authorised by the
Eastern Emperor. But we see here a classic step
forward in that tale of Papal arrogance that has no
equal in the history of mankind. Pope Zecharias
knew that Rome needed a powerful champion near
at hand if the Papacy and the Western Church
were to be saved. If treason was the price, so be it!
Notice in this the complete disregard of the official
Emperor in Constantinople.
What we are seeing is the change of a PapalConstantinople alliance to a Papal-Central Europe
confederacy, where the temporal support, the
militant army to support the Pope’s worldly aims,
will come from the central powers of Europe rather
than eastern Constantinople by the sea. 751 was a
big year in history.
PEPIN’S DONATION AND PAPAL STATEHOOD

The Iconoclastic Controversy of AD 726 weakened
the bond between the Pope and the Emperor of
Constantinople. Pepin became the Mayor of the
Palace during the reign of Childeric the last of the
Merovingian dynasty of the Frankish kings, but in
751 knowing the Pope (Zecharias) was looking
favourably in his direction, he asked the question of
Zecharias as to whether it was good that a king
without power should rule over those who were
ruling for him? The Pope replied that Pepin, who
was exercising the royal power, should be called
king and placed upon the throne!

Only three years later, AD 754, Stephen III the
Bishop of Rome, crossed the Alps into the region of
King Pepin. The Lombards were so strong and
active that help was again sought to preserve the
Papacy, its lands and its wealth. Pepin heard of his
coming, the first Bishop of Rome to cross the Alps,
and sent his eldest son, Charles, later
Charlemagne then only 12 years of age, to meet
and escort the Bishop! How intriguing it is that the
king who is to lift the Papacy so significantly was
entrusted by his father to bring the Pope home to
the palace of Pepin. Pepin met him with great
humility and prostration. In the chapel of the palace
the Pope and his ministers, in sackcloth and ashes,
pleaded
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“by the mercy of Almighty God and the merits of the
blessed apostles Peter and Paul” that Pepin would
free them from the cruel and proud Lombards and
remained prostrate before the king until he and his
sons and nobles stretched forth the hand and
raised him from the ground in token of their future
aid and deliverance.
Pepin also promised to restore what the Lombards
had already seized. He also promised Papal
jurisdiction over some conquered lands which
became historically famous and known as “Pepin’s
Donation,” the foundations of the Pope’s lust for
temporal power. The Popes never let the Frankish
kings forget this promise, repeatedly raising the
matter in correspondence and reminding them of
their promise to Peter and Paul!: indeed in 756
Pepin received a letter direct from Peter, pressing
him to comply with his promises! In the same year
Pepin had his final victory over the Lombards and
he handed over to the Pope the provinces of
Ravenna, Rimini and Pesaro and other towns and
their dependencies.

This scheme worked and Carloman saw himself
check-mated by his beloved mother! However
Carloman suddenly died at the age of 20 years so
that in 771 Charles became monarch over all the
lands of the Frankish kingdom.
THE CHARACTER OF CHARLEMAGNE

This land represents about 25% of the Italian leg
and remained as the personal lands of the Popes
from 756 to 1870. Thus, too, the Pope became an
important secular prince and took over the old
Byzantine dominion (of the Emperor in
Constantinople) in Central Italy.

The achievements of Charlemagne are simply
stunning. He reigned for 46 years, to AD 814 and
until the last few years was involved in military
campaigns on every side. The Saxons, Alemanni,
Dutch Friesians and Lombards were some of his
more consistent foes but there were innumerable
conflicts from Prussia to the Pyrenees, from the
Atlantic to Bavaria. on every side he sought to
conquer and pacify his neighbours, to advance his
dominion and convert them into Christian
communities, loyal to the Pope.

THE HERITAGE OF CHARLEMAGNE

THE FRANKISH CHURCH

A feature of Germanic law was the equal division of
inheritance among the sons of the deceased. So
when Pepin died in 768 the vast Frankish dominion
was divided between his older son Charles and his
younger son Carloman. Charles received a
northern crescent of lands, facing all the current
foes whilst Carloman had a rounded territory of
what was left above the Alps.

Before Charlemagne the Frankish Church was
avowedly Catholic, but its structure and uniformity
was lacking compared to the established church
and cathedrals of the Roman world. The divisions
and dioceses of the Frankish church were
randomly organised and many of their customs,
habits and training were amateur compared with
the older, traditional southern churches. Of great
significance was the vigour and zeal of Irish and
English missionaries; these people were more
Catholic than the Italians and more scholarly than
those in the Roman regions. Their impact and
influence on the new lands of Pepin and
Charlemagne were enormous. The pre-eminent
name was that of the English monk Boniface,
whose contribution was so great that he became
known as “the apostle of Germany.”

So Charles was distanced from the Pope and it
may have been thought then that a union of Pope
and Charles could never occur. Furthermore
Carloman had made distinct and successful
advances towards the Pope and stolen his favour.
It was their mother Bertrada that blocked her
younger son by arranging the marriage of the
Lombard princess(!) to Charles and remarkably,
persuading Pope Stephen that this would neutralise
his Lombard foe and provide him the support of the
elder son.

When this fresh fundamental Catholic teaching was
combined with the strong and meticulous
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organisation of Charlemagne, we have the
foundation of that profound Catholic hold that the
Roman Church had over Europe for over a
thousand years. In all his 46 years as king and
emperor Charlemagne gave priority to the teaching
of the Church and its influence at every level of
society. Hence he was later canonised as a “saint”
by the Pope in the 13th century and revered, with
Constantine, in the Roman and Anglican churches.

Here was their new saviour to protect their city and
recover their lands, now “King of the Franks,”
“Lombard King” and “Patrician of the Romans” —
yet still not emperor of the Romans!

Whilst Charlemagne conducted numerous military
campaigns there were two accomplishments that
stood out in his illustrious record. The Saxons in the
far north proved a resourceful and recurring foe
against whom Charlemagne showed the full
expression of his determination and, finally, his
savage cruelty. He was not content until in 782 he
had totally subjected, converted and integrated
these barbaric peoples.
When Charles left Rome he had given assurance
that he would fulfil the terms of Pepin’s Donation;
yet in fact he delayed despite repeated letters from
successive popes. The Pope even had the deeds
of the promised land, given, would you believe, 500
years before by none less than Constantine! The
keys to the lands were said to be placed on the
tomb of St Peter! There seemed to be no ploy too
ridiculous for the Papacy: his correspondence was
obsessed with the land of Pepin’s promise, with
almost no comment of spiritual things or pastoral
concerns.

But in the south the Lombards under Desiderius
again threatened the Papacy, bringing an army into
Italy and stripping a number of cities from the
Pope’s dominion. Charles reaction was like his
father Pepin, to cross the Alps on to the north of
Italy—the “plains of Lombardy,” and thoroughly
subjugate the Lombards.
In the spring of 1774 at the invitation of the Pope
Hadrian, Charles entered the imperial city of Rome,
the first Frankish king to do so, and was received in
pomp and splendour, by the whole city and the
Papal offices in particular. He looked the part,
dressed in Roman costume, passing through the
streets in triumphal glory! He ascended the stairs of
St Peter’s Cathedral, kissing each one as he went,
to be honourably welcomed and kissed by Pope
Hadrian and his hierarchy.

In the year 799 Pope Leo was ill and caught up in a
spate of charges against his behaviour. He crossed
the Alps to meet Charles and travelled as far north
as Saxony where the King was engaged in
gruelling rebellion. Charlemagne dispatched
officers to escort the Pope back to Rome where the
trouble makers were condemned and banished.
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A year later Charles was in Rome again but this
was the time of greater significance in his reign.
Gathered in St Peter’s Cathedral were all the Papal
dignitaries and all those that accompanied the King.
Upon the Pope’s confession of innocence the
whole congregation burst out in praise to God, to
the Virgin Mary, to “St Peter” and to all the saints.
The next day was the 25th of December and all
were again assembled in the great cathedral when
Pope Leo took the great golden crown and placed it
upon the head of Charles, upon which the whole
Roman congregation exclaimed:
“To Charles the most pious Augustus, crowned by God, great and
pacific Emperor life and victory.”

This was repeated three times and thus Charles
was anointed, “Roman emperor,” received mass
from the Roman Pontiff and swapped precious
gifts.

Though declared by an earlier Pope to be “Patrician
of the Romans,” Charles had carefully avoided any
reference to emperor and in fact had kept a proper
relationship with the Roman emperor who resided
in Constantinople.
The grandness and glory of this event required the
knowledge and acquiescence of Charlemagne. In
another day it may have been called “treason,” for
who was he to accept such an illustrious title when
there was an existing Emperor on the throne. This
action was deliberate, decisive and remarkable.
The Roman world was split into East and West! An
event of immense significance had occurred. A
thousand years lay ahead when the organisation of
Europe would fall on these lines. Whilst the actual
term came later, this 800th year was the beginning
of the Holy Roman Empire. No longer would the
Papal See be looking east to Constantinople for
support, but rather north to the great Charlemagne
and to the Carolingian dynasty of kings that would
follow.

This phase of Roman history is significant and
Charlemagne was the key player in this great event
in history and his zeal, his strength, his competency
and his longevity all combined to make this
possible. When the Papacy was desperate they
looked for a strong and worldly suitor and when
they found him they likened him to their original
provider of temporal power.
The Holy Roman Empire in its various stages
lasted for 1000 years (800 to1789-92) so the
historical significance of Charlemagne is very great.
The French Revolution in 1789-94 and the wars of
Napoleon (1795-1815) blew it apart, but whenever
the concept of European unity again emerged then
the name of Charlemagne inevitably came to the
fore.
In the days of the powerful German Chancellor
Bismarck, his name was frequently mentioned. So,
too in the days of Kaiser Wilhelm which led to WWI
and Adolf Hitler in WWII with his Third Reich. It
always echoed back to Charlemagne.
More poignantly the last 50 years of European
integration have been coloured with the notions of
the Charlemagne era. His name is heard in their
councils, found on their coins and notes, and taught
in their schools. It is the present German
Chancellor that is pressing so fervently for a role for
the Pope and the church in the growing
phenomenon of the EU, and Europe is increasingly
hearing her voice. The Papacy needs a champion
and Europe is striving to find the roots of its
existence.
They rest in the soil of the Germano-Papal league
of AD 800. Charlemagne was the dominant
influence at that time. Today the winner of the
annual award for European Unity is awarded “the
Charlemagne Prize”!

Understanding this short insight into history
provides us the foundation in understanding the
present development of a German led, Catholic
Roman Empire through the construct of the
European Union.
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