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Welcome to the Global Watch Weekly Report
This week is the concluding part of our focus on the Knights Templar and their links to modern day
freemasonry. Not many people are aware that the origins of freemasonry resides in a group who
during medieval times were known as the Knights Templars.

This controversial group initially helped to fulfil the request of Pope Urban II to conquer the holy
lands (Jerusalem) in the name of Christianity only to end up being persecuted by the very Church
that they had protected for hundreds of years. Understanding the history of the Knights Templar
provides a real foundation to understanding the religion and philosophy which underpins present
day freemasonry.
Enjoy
Rema Marketing Team
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THE ORIGIN OF GOTHIC
After Innocent II was elected Pope with St.
Bernard's backing, he granted the Templars the
right to build and run their own churches. This
was a first in the history of the Church, which
ruled as an absolute power at the time.
This privilege meant that from now on, the
Templars were answerable only to the Pope and
beyond the reach of other authorities, including
kings and lesser rulers. It also reduced their
responsibilities to the Papacy, letting them hold
court, impose their own taxes and collect them.
Thus they could realize their worldly ambitions
free of any pressure from the Church.
In the process of planning their churches, they
developed their own style of architecture, later to
be known as "Gothic." In The Sign and the Seal,
Graham Hancock states that Gothic architecture
was born in 1134 with the construction of the
north tower of Chartres Cathedral. The person
behind this work of architecture was St. Bernard,
the Templars' mentor and spiritual leader. He felt
it important that this construction symbolize in
stone the cabbalistic approach and the
esotericism that the Templars esteemed so
highly.

The entire edifice had been carefully and explicitly
designed as a key to the deeper religious
mysteries. Thus, for example, the architects and
masons had made use of gematria (an ancient
Hebrew cipher that substitutes numbers for the
letters of the alphabet) to "spell out" obscure
liturgical phrases in many of the key dimensions
of the great building. Similarly the sculptors and
glaziers-working usually to the instructions of the
higher clergy-had carefully concealed complex
messages about human nature, about the past,
and about the prophetic meaning of the
Scriptures in the thousands of different devices
and designs that they had created.

As Graham Hancock wrote, St. Bernard, the
patron of the Templars, "played a formative role in
the evolution and dissemination of the Gothic
architectural formula in its early days (he had
been at the height of his powers in 1134 when the
soaring north tower of Chartres cathedral had
been built, and he had constantly stressed the
principles of sacred geometry that had been put
into practice in that tower and throughout the
whole wonderful building.)"
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CORRUPTION OF THE TEMPLARS
Modest missionaries, fighting for Christianity, this
was how the Templars presented themselves to
the ordinary people. Undeservedly, they were
perceived to be saints of great virtue, mentors of
Christianity, devoted to aiding the poor and the
needy. It's amazing that they managed to create
such a positive image while leading lives contrary
to Christian teachings and, on the way acquiring
status and wealth through donations, trade,
banking and even looting. The few who
discovered their true identity did not dare to
speak out against this powerful order. Philip, King
of France, feared the dangers their financial
strength could create for him.
It was high time to unmask the Templars. As a
Masonic writer of the 18th century explains:
“The war, which for the greater number of warriors of
good faith proved the source of weariness, of losses
and misfortunes, became for them [the Templars] only
the opportunity for booty and aggrandizement, and if
they distinguished themselves by a few brilliant
actions, their motive soon ceased to be a matter of
doubt when they were seen to enrich themselves even
with the spoils of the confederates, to increase their
credit by the extent of the new possessions they had
acquired, to carry arrogance to the point of rivalling
crowned princes in pomp and grandeur, to refuse their
aid against the enemies of the faith... and finally to ally
themselves with that horrible and sanguinary prince
named the Old Man of the Mountain Prince of the
Assassins.”

The Templars became increasingly confident and
impertinent in their practices and in disseminating
their teachings, trusting in the unjustifiably
positive image they had managed to create
throughout society. This in turn led to an increase
in the numbers who witnessed their perversion
and began to whisper about it.
Whatever might the Templars be doing behind
the closed doors of their palaces? The knights'
avarice, inhumanity, greed and zeal, already well
known, awakened the curiosity of the locals, the
clergy, and the monarchy. The Papacy was
almost certain that this group, which it could no
longer control, was living an irreligious life and
abusing the privileges it had granted them.
Rumors and complaints circulated about the
Templars. There were increasingly credible
accusations that they engaged in forbidden

practices and other wrongdoing and that was why
they operated under strict secrecy. People had
begun to whisper of secret rites performed in their
palaces, rituals of Satanist worship, and various
immoral relationships. All these rumors were
combined with actual fact-what servants in
Templar palaces and the people living in the
vicinity of them witnessed and reported.
But where did these perversions originate from.
During their time in the Middle East, the Templars
had established and maintained contact with
mystic sects belonging to different religions and
denominations, including sorcerers. They were
known to have close links to the hashashis
(assassins) who, while influential, were regarded
as a perverted sect by the Muslim population.
From them, the Templars had learned some
mystic teachings and barbaric strategies, as well
as how to organize a sect. The order's higher
echelons in particular had also acquainted
themselves with and incorporated into their
practice, beliefs based on the mystic teachings of
the Kabbalah, the influence of the Bogomils, and
Luciferians, thus leaving Christianity behind.
According to the Templars, Jesus was a god
ruling in another world, with little or no power in
our present one. Satan was the lord of this
material world of ours.
Candidates for the order were indeed required to
deny God, Christ and the Saints, committed
sacrilegious acts, spit and urinate onto the holy
Cross, be kissed square on the mouth with the
"Oscolum Infame" or "The Kiss of Shame" on the
navel and buttocks by the more senior Knights
Templars, during the initiation ceremony. They
freely practiced homosexuality and other sexual
perversions.
The Templars revered an idol of Baphomet; a
demon with the head of a goat, whose image was
later to become the symbol of The Church of
Satan. From Peter Underwood's Dictionary of the
Occult and Supernatural:
Baphomet was the deity worshipped by the Knights
Templar, and in Black Magic was the source and
creator of evil; the Satanic goat of the witches'
SabbathC
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They also revered human skulls and idols of cats.
The consensus among historians is that all these
figures are objects of Satanic worship. The
demon Baphomet has ever since been an object
of Satanic veneration. Details about Baphomet
were later conveyed by Eliphas Levi; a 19thcentury Cabalist and occultist, whose drawings
illustrate Baphomet as having a goat's head with
two faces, and a winged human body that is
female above the waist and whose lower half is
male.

He quickly passed a new law, under which he
had the Templars arrested. On October 13, 1309,
they were accused in the courts with the following
charges:
1. That during the reception ceremony, new
brothers were required to deny Christ, God, The
Virgin or the Saints on the command of those
receiving them.
2. That the brothers committed various
sacrilegious acts either on the cross or on an
image of Christ.
3. That the receptors practiced obscene kisses
on new entrants, on the mouth, navel or buttocks.
4.
That the priests of the Order did not
consecrate the host, and that the brothers did not
believe in the sacraments.
5. That the brothers practiced idol worship of a
cat or a head.
6. That the brothers encouraged and permitted
the practice of sodomy.
7. That the Grand Master, or other officials,
absolved fellow Templars from their sins.
8. That the Templars held their reception
ceremonies and chapter meetings in secret and
at night.

Most Templars confessed that they didn't believe
in Jesus because they held him to be "a false
prophet";

9. That the Templars abused the duties of
charity and hospitality and used illegal means to
acquire property and increase their wealth.

After their confessions in the courts of the French
King, the Pope himself interrogated of the
Templars. They were asked to swear an oath to
The Papacy found itself in a predicament, not
tell the truth and then, proceed to confirm that
knowing what to do. Clement V, elected Pope in
their previous confessions were truthful: that they
1305, was trying to calculate the damage to
rejected belief in Jesus, that they spat on the holy
Christianity and therefore, to the Vatican and how
cross and committed all the other acts of
to minimize its effects. At the same time, he had
perversion they'd admitted to.
to put an end to constant pressure from regional
dioceses and the King of France. Meanwhile, in The interrogation of the Templars culminated in
Cyprus, Jacques de Molay, leader of the the dissolution of their order. In 1314, Grand
Templars, was making preparations for war, as Master Jacques de Molay was burned at the
the order had not given up hope to go back in the stake. Templars who had managed to escape
Middle East. He was recalled to France and arrest by fleeing to other countries were pursued
ordered by the Pope to investigate these throughout the whole of Christendom.
allegations.
All this, however, was unacceptable to the French
King.
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elsewhere, we received secret intimations against the
master, preceptors and other brothers of the order of
Knights Templar of Jerusalem and also against the
order itself.
. . . [T]he holy Roman church honoured these brothers
and the order with her special support, armed them
with the sign of the cross against Christ's enemies,
paid them the highest tributes of her respect, and
strengthened them with various exemptions and
privileges; and they experienced in many and various
ways her help and that of all faithful Christians with
repeated gifts of property. Therefore it was against the
lord Jesus Christ himself that they fell into the sin of
impious apostasy, the abominable vice of idolatry, the
deadly crime of the Sodomites, and various heresies.”

THE TEMPLARS GO UNDERGROUND
Other countries including Italy and Germany
followed suit, arresting and interrogating the
Templars they could apprehend. But for various
reasons, some countries offered the Templars
refuge. On November 10, 1307, England's
Edward II wrote the Pope that he would not
persecute the Templars and that in his country,
they would remain safe. But two years later, after
interrogating the Templars, the Pope issued a
Papal Bull declaring that the Templars'
"unspeakable wickednesses and abominable
crimes of notorious heresy" had now "come to the
knowledge of almost everyone." Upon reading it,
King Edward agreed to prosecute the Templars.

Liquidating the order of the Templars proved
harder than anticipated. Even though Grand
Master de Molay and many of his brothers had
been eliminated, the order survived, albeit by
going underground. In France alone, there were
more than 9,000 representatives to be found and
across the countries of Europe, thousands of
castles and other strongholds were still in their
possession.

According to historical sources of the time, the
Inquisition had captured and punished only 620
out of a total of 2,000 knights. It has since been
estimated that the knights' actual grand total was
in the vicinity of 20,000, each of whom had a
Finally, at the Council of Vienne in France in team of seven or eight Templars of other
1312, the Order of the Knights Templar was professions at his service. A simple calculation
officially declared illegal in all of Europe, and based on eight Templars per knight gives us a
captured Templars were punished. On March total number of 160,000 organizing and carrying
22nd, Clement V issued a Papal Bull under the out the order's activities, including shipping and
name of Vox in Excelso (A Voice from on High), commerce. The Pope and the French King
in which the order was declared to be dissolved couldn't possibly locate and confiscate all of their
and-on paper, at least-its existence erased from property. This network of active members across
Europe and along the Mediterranean coast,
the official records:
160,000 strong, was the largest logistical force of
“.. Hark, a voice of the people from the city! a voice their time. In terms of property, they could
from the temple! the voice of the Lord rendering measure up to any king and this wealth assured
recompense to his enemies. The prophet is compelled their protection and safety.
to exclaim: Give them, Lord, a barren womb and dry
breasts. Their worthlessness has been revealed
because of their malice. Throw them out of your
house, and let their roots dry up; let them not bear
fruit, and let not this house be any more a stumbling
block of bitterness or a thorn to hurt.

Despite the Papacy's claim that the Templars had
been annihilated, not only did they survive the
Inquisition by going underground, but they kept
on being active, especially in England, Scotland
and in Northern Europe: In order to carry on their
activities
in
safety,
Templars
escaping
persecution and arrest in France and some

. . . Indeed a little while ago, about the time of our
election as supreme pontiff before we came to Lyons
for our coronation, and afterwards, both there and
www.globalreport2010.com
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other countries of Europe needed to regroup
somewhere.
They
initially
chose
the
confederation of cantons now known as
Switzerland. The Templars' influence in
Switzerland's formation and traditional makeup
can still be easily recognized today. Alan Butler, a
Mason and co-author of The Warriors and the
Bankers is an expert on the subject of Templars.
In a discussion forum held in 1999, of he said:

and political organizations, which are now the
Freemason Lodges of today. (This is what
Masons call "progress from operational to
speculative Masonry")

There are a few important reasons why this [that
the Knights Templar went to Switzerland after
their liquidation] is likely to have been the case.
For example:
1.
The founding of the embryonic Switzerland
conforms exactly to the period when the
Templars were being persecuted in France.
2.
Switzerland is just to the east of France and
would have been particularly easy for fleeing
Templar brothers from the whole region of France
to get to.
3.
In the history of the first Swiss Cantons,
there are tales of white-coated knights
mysteriously appearing and helping the locals to
gain their independence against foreign
domination.

The church known as "Rosslyn Chapel" near
Edinburgh in Scotland is recognized as a symbol
of the heretical pagan beliefs of the Templars. In
the course of the construction of this edifice,
Masons and Rosicrucians, the successors of the
4.
The Templars were big in banking, farming Templars, were employed, and decorated the
and engineering (of an early type). These same whole chapel with symbols representative of their
aspects can be seen as inimical to the pagan philosophy.
commencement and gradual evolution of the
In a publication of Turkish Masonry, the magazine
separate states that would eventually be
Mimar Sinan, the Masonic origins and the pagan
Switzerland.
elements of the chapel are described in these
5.
The famous Templar Cross is incorporated words:
into the flags of many of the Swiss Cantons. As
“The most convincing proof of the unity of the
are other emblems, such as keys and lambs, that Templars and the Masons in Scotland is the castle
were particularly important to the Knights and chapel in the village of Roslin, 10 km. south of
Templar.
Edinburgh and 15 km. from the ancient Templar
A significant number of Templars also found
refuge in Scotland, the only monarchy in 14th
century Europe that didn't recognize the authority
of the Catholic Church. Reorganizing under the
protection of King Robert the Bruce, they soon
found the perfect camouflage to hide their
existence in the British Isles. Outside of the state
and local governments, the Masons' Lodges were
the most powerful organizations of the time, and
the Templars first infiltrated them, then brought
them under control. Lodges that had been
professional bodies were turned into ideological

center at Balantrodoch. The Templars lived in this
region and in this castle especially after 1312 under
the protection of the Barons of St. Clair....The chapel
was built between 1446-48 by Sir William St. Clair
who was one of the most prominent nobles of the time
in Scotland and even in Europe. Masons and
Rosicrucians worked on the construction. The chief
architect of the work was the Templar Grand Master,
Sir William St. Clair who brought itinerant mason
architects and stone masons from every part of
Europe. New houses were built in the near-by village
of Roslin and a lodge was opened”

.
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KABBALAH FOUNDATION
The book written by two Masons, Christopher
Knight and Robert Lomas, entitled The Hiram Key
reveals some important facts about the roots of
Freemasonry. According to these authors, it is
evident that Masonry is a continuation of the
Templars. Though, in addition to this, the authors
also examined the origins of the Templars.

According to the common views of many
researchers, this "something" was the Kabbalah.
The meaning of the word Kabbalah is "oral
tradition." Encyclopaedias and dictionaries define
it as an esoteric, mystical branch of Jewish
religion. According to this definition, the Kabbalah
investigates the hidden meaning of the Torah and
other Jewish religious writings. But, when we
examine the matter more closely, we discover
that the facts are quite something else. These
facts lead us to the conclusion that the Kabbalah
is a system rooted in pagan idolatry; that it
existed before the Torah, and became
widespread within Judaism after the Torah was
revealed.
The Jewish historian, Theodore Reinach, says
that the Kabbalah is
"a subtle poison which enters into the veins of
Judaism and wholly infests it."

According to their thesis, the Templars underwent
a great change while they were in Jerusalem. In
the place of Christianity, they adopted other
doctrines. At the root of this lies a secret that they
discovered in the temple of Solomon in
Jerusalem, whose ruins they had set out to
investigate. The writers explain that the Templars
used their purported role as protectors of
Christian pilgrims visiting Palestine as a pretense,
but that their real aim was quite different:

Salomon Reinach defines the Kabbalah as
"one of the worst aberrations of the human mind."

The reason for Reinach's contention that the
Kabbalah is "one of the worst aberrations of the
human mind" is that its doctrine is connected in
large part with magic. For thousands of years, the
Kabbalah has been one of the foundation stones
of every kind of magic ritual. It is believed that
rabbis who study the Kabbalah possess great
“CThere is no evidence that these founding Templars magical power. Also, many non-Jews have been
ever gave protection to pilgrims, but on the other hand
influenced by the Kabbalah, and have tried to
we were soon to find that there is conclusive proof that
practice magic by employing its doctrines. The
they did conduct extensive excavations under the
esoteric tendencies that took hold in Europe
ruins of Herod's TempleC”
during the late Middle Ages, especially as
The writers of the Hiram Key argue that these practiced by alchemists, have their roots, to a
excavations of the Templars were not without great extent, in the Kabbalah. Albert Pike, quoting
result; that the order discovered in Jerusalem from Transcendental Magic, thus sums up the
certain relics that changed the way they saw the importance of Kabbalism as a key to Masonic
world. In addition, many researchers are of the esotericism:
same opinion. There must have been something
"One is filled with admiration, on penetrating into the
that led the Templars, despite the fact that they
Sanctuary of the Kabbalah, at seeing a doctrine so
had previously been Christian and came from a
logical, so simple, and at the same time so absolute.
Christian part of the world, to adopt a system of The necessary union of ideas and signs, the
beliefs and a philosophy so completely different consecration of the most fundamental realities by the
from that of Christianity, celebrate heretical primitive characters;
masses, and perform rituals of black magic.
9
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the Trinity of Words, Letters, and Numbers; a
philosophy simple as the alphabet, profound and
infinite as the Word; theorems more complete and
luminous than those of Pythagoras; a theology
summed up by counting on one's fingers; an Infinite
which can be held in the hollow of an infant's hand;
ten ciphers and twenty-two letters, a triangle, a
square, and a circle,--these are all the elements of the
Kabbalah. These are the elementary principles of the
written Word, reflection of that spoken Word that
created the world!" (Morals and Dogma.)

Kabbalah means the secret or hidden tradition,
the unwritten law, and according to an early
Rabbi, it was delivered to man in order that
through the aid of its abstruse principles he might
learn to understand the mystery of both the
universe about him and the universe within him.

According to certain Jewish mystics, Moses
ascended Mount Sinai three times, remaining in
the presence of God forty days each time. During
the first forty days the tables of the written law
were delivered to the prophet; during the second
forty days he received the soul of the law; and
during the last forty days God instructed him in
the mysteries of the Kabbalah, the soul of the
soul of the law. Moses concealed in the first four
books of the Pentateuch the secret instructions
that God had given him, and for centuries
students of Kabbalism. have sought therein the
secret doctrine of Israel.

Christian D. Ginsburg has written:

The origin of Kabbalism is a legitimate subject for
controversy. Early initiates of the Kabbalistic
Mysteries believed that its principles were first
taught by God to a school of his angels before the
Hebrew theology was divided into three distinct fall of man. The angels later communicated the
parts. The first was the law, the second was the secrets to Adam, so that through the knowledge
soul of the law, and the third was the soul of the gained from an understanding of its principles
soul of the law. The law was taught to all the fallen humanity might regain its lost a estate. The
children of Israel; the Mishna, or the soul of the Angel Raziel was dispatched from heaven to
law, was revealed to the Rabbins and teachers; instruct Adam in the mysteries of the Kabbalah.
but the Kabbalah, the soul of the soul of the law, Different angels were employed to initiate the
was cunningly concealed, and only the highest succeeding patriarchs in this difficult science.
initiates among the Jews were instructed in its Tophiel was the teacher of Shem, Raphael of
Isaac, Metatron of Moses, and Michael of David.
secret principles.

As the spiritual nature of man is concealed in his
physical body, so the unwritten law--the Mishna
and the Kabbalah--is concealed within the written
teachings of the Mosaic code.

"From Adam it passed over to Noah, and then to
Abraham, the friend of God, who emigrated with it to
Egypt, where the patriarch allowed a portion of this
mysterious doctrine to ooze out. It was in this way that
the Egyptians obtained some knowledge of it, and the
other Eastern nations could introduce it into their
philosophical systems. Moses, who was learned in all
the wisdom of Egypt, was first initiated into it in the
land of his birth, but became most proficient in it
during his wanderings in the wilderness, when he not
only devoted to it the leisure hours of the whole forty
years, but received lessons in it from one of the
angelsC.Moses also initiated the seventy Elders into
the secrets of this doctrine and they again transmitted
them from hand to hand. Of all who formed the
unbroken line of tradition, David and Solomon were
most initiated into the Kabbalah."
According to Eliphas Levi, the three greatest books of
Kabbalism are the Sepher Yetzirah, The Book of
Formation; the Sepher ha Zohar, The Book of
Splendor; and the Apocalypse, The Book of
Revelation. The dates of the writing of these books
are by no means thoroughly established. Kabbalists
declare that the Sepher Yetzirah was written by
Abraham. Although it is by far the oldest of the
Kabbalistic books, it was probably from the pen of the
Rabbi Akiba, A.D. 120.
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The Templars funded extensive studies of
Kabbalah (Jewish Mysticism), had friendly
dealings with Muslims and Arabs including
absorbing parts of Arab occultism, researched
and utilized many forms of magic, ritual and
generally had their hands in every (dark) art
imaginable. Those who believe in real magic
attribute their whole success to magical artifacts
acquired via Solomon, and say that the Templars'
astonishingly rapid rise to power was due to
either genuine black magic, use of Godly powers,
or both.

Freemasonry claims to be founded upon the
building of the Temple of Solomon.

Other authors beside Levi (i.e., Gavin Baddeley)
also repeat the same general theme, that the
Knights Templar (who devised the early version
of the Baphomet, later adopted as the main Sigil
of the Church of Satan) were originally Christians
that became power-mongering, utterly corrupt,
devil-worshipping black magicians.

"If there is only one book you read concerning the
beginnings of Freemasonry, I would highly
recommend this one. It is a fascinating account of the
Knights Templar after the death of DeMolay in 1313,
to the establishment of the Grand Lodge of England in
1717." The Montana Masonic News

In The History of Magic by Eliphas Levi (1860) the
author says,
"when a rich and dissolute Order, initiated into the
mysterious doctrines of the Kabbalah, seemed ready
to turn on legitimate authority, on the conservative
principles of the hierarchy, menacing the entire world
with a gigantic revolution. “

CONCLUSION
Robinson firmly establishes the contention that
Knights Templars fled the combined persecutions
of King Phillip of France and Pope Clement V, by
fleeing to England and Scotland, and renaming
themselves Freemasons. Robinson's conclusions
in Born In Blood: The Lost Secrets of
Freemasonry are supported by several Masonic
authorities,

"This is not a good book: it's excellent. But it will be
hated by many, including the Roman Catholic church,
religious bigots, some Masonic ritualists, and some
Masonic 'historians'." The Philalethes
"This is a fascinating book. It is the best that I have
ever read about Freemasonry that was written by a
non-Mason. It is exceptionally well researched ... I
recommend it wholeheartedly." The Maine Mason

Not only does John Robinson conclude that
John J. Robinson gives an excellent account of
Freemasonry directly descended from the Knights
Knights Templar in his sympathetic book, Born In
Templar, but so does the venerated Freemason
Blood: The Lost Secrets of Freemasonry.
leader and author, Albert Pike. In his book,
In 1188, after the Crusaders took control of the Holy Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted
Land, Hugh de Payens, a vassal of the count of Scottish Rite, Pike states,
Champagne, petitioned King Baldwin II, for permission
to establish a new religious order. "To the patriarch of
Jerusalem they made vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience ... this new order would devote itself totally
to the military protection of pilgrims to the holy
places ... Over the centuries to come, they would be
referred to as the Order of the Temple, the Knights of
the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem, and a number of
other variations. Two things remained standard,
however: Whatever the form of their name, it was
always based on the Temple of Solomon, and it
always took second place to the popular name they
bear still, the Knights Templar."

Of course, anyone familiar with Freemasonry
would appreciate this last statement, because

"Therefore, it was that the Sword and the Trowel were
the insignia of the Templars, who subsequently, as will
be seen, concealed themselves under the name of
Brethren Masons. This name, Freres Macons in the
French, adopted by way of secret reference to the
Builders of the Second Temple, was corrupted in
English into Free-Masons ..." [Page 816]

Hopefully by now this edition and the last edition
has provided you with some useful background
information as to the link between the Knights
Templar and Freemasonry and the importance of
the Kabbalah as to why magic is such an integral
part of freemasonry today.
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